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BOOK REVIEWS 


Jon Farrar. 2011. Field Guide to Wildflowers of Nebraska and the Great Plains. (ISBN-13: 978-1-60938- 
071-7, pbk). University of lowa Press, 119 W. Park Road, 100 Kuhl House, Iowa City, lowa 52242-1000, 
U.S.A. (Orders: uiowapress.org, 1-800-621-2736). $39.95, 384 pp., 279 color photos, 2 color maps, 83 
drawings, 6" x 9 14". 


“After being out-of-print for nearly 20 years, and outrageously high prices being paid for dog-eared, first-edi- 
tion copies, it is a joy to again have Field Guide to Wildflowers of Nebraska and the Great Plains riding along on 
car seats or in backpacks as wild-flower enthusiasts explore prairies, wildlands, and wetlands in search of 
those ever-changing splashes of color we call wildflowers. This second edition is much like the beloved first 
edition, but better.”—Jon Farrar 


Flower lovers are not all professionally trained botanists. Therefore, identification by color has become the 
more common practice if the pictures are included in various publications. This book has sections for Green 
Flowers; White Flowers; Yellow Flowers; Orange to Red Flowers; Pink to Red-Violet Flowers; and Blue-Violet to 
Blue Flowers. And, of course, it includes an illustrated glossary, references, and also additional reading 
selections. 

The photography in this volume is outstanding. Colors ring true, and the pictures are large enough to be 
able to see easily and enjoy immensely. Additional line drawings of various plants and/or plant parts also show 
up occasionally, carefully identified or explained—Helen Jeude, Volunteer, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, 
Fort Worth, Texas, U.S.A. 


Timotny P. Spira. 2011. Wildflowers & Plant Communities of the Southern Appalachian Mountains & 
Piedmont: A Naturalist’s Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee, & Georgia. (Southern 
Gateway Guides). (ISBN-13: 978-0-8078-7172-0, pbk). University of North Carolina Press, 116 South 
Boundary Street, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514-3808, U.S.A. (Orders: uncpress.unc.edu, 1-800- 
848-6224). $26.00, 540 pp., 361 color photos, 760 color thumbnails, 22 line drawings, 2 maps, bibl., 
index, 6" x 9". 


Not only is Tim Spira an excellent botanist, author, and presenter, he has an amazing ability to bring the flora 
alive and keep the reader totally engrossed for all 500+ pages. The illustrations are absolutely beautiful; the 
descriptions are precise; and the information keeps the reader happily reading and anxious to get on the road 
and go visit the Southern Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont. 

This hefty volume is also easy to use. The author thoughtfully designed the volume to indicate the specific 
pages for each part by identifying it with a specific color along the edge of the page. (The closed book will show 
a specific color for each section.) In addition, instead of lumping descriptions of plants by color, a system fre- 
quently used, Spira explains: “The key idea at the center of the book is the organization of plants into 21 major 
communities. Often, you'll see wildflower books organized by flower color or family affinity, but the natural 
community emphasis used here is an exciting, fresh approach that is connected to our growing understanding 
of the environment and how all parts of the natural world are mutually dependent. ” 

This is an incredibly beautiful and fascinating book, and the reader will find him- or herself going back to 
it repeatedly. Moreover, the book is of a quality that it should not be easily damaged if you have taken it into the 
field and are using it carefully. The author has presented us with an exceptionally beautiful and helpful vol- 
ume.—Helen Jeude, Volunteer, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Fort Worth, Texas, U.S.A. 
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